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Abstract:  
Bone weathering has been well studied and documented regarding skeletonized remains in terrestrial environments.  
However, little work has been published on the process of abrasion to bones that are submerged in dynamic water.  Skeletal 
material under water is subjected to a different set of stresses than bones left on a ground surface and research to fully 
document these postmortem changes is required.  Increasing instances of maritime disasters, such as the sinking of the Italia







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Database Creation 
 The numerical data collected from the initial 
measurements and final measurements after sampling was 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Overall, there was a significant negative 
relationship between the initial width of each cut and the 
percent change in that width after experimental treatment 
(Figure 7). If the cuts were on the wider end of the width 
range, these cuts experienced less of a change in width after 
experimental treatment than did cuts that were on the 
thinner end of the width range.  This could be due to 
particulate becoming trapped inside the cuts rather than 
scraping across the surface, which would decrease the 
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