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Introduction Hypotheses

Political polarization increasing In recent years e Hypothesis #1Respondents socialized online will find weaker arguments more effective
 Internet/social media use dramatically increasing than non-online soclalizedndividuals.

In the past decade
» Plethora of research on polarization’s effect on « Hypothesis #20nline socializedndividuals’ supportfor a policy will increase In the

political reasoning, but not on the internet’s
effect on political thought

direction of their identified party’s position more so thathe non-online socialized.

Research Question

Design
e Online survey with participants from Mlurk

exac_erbqte the effects C?f pOIItIC&}l. * 4x3 experimental design plus control (13 conditions)
polarization on the quality of political . 2 manipulations

reasoning? « Arguments (pro-

e How does online socialization

o “Political Reasoning— how and why individuals form

political opinions

e “Polarization” —when a group or individual’s political
opinion Is more likely to be In line with that of a
specific political party

e “Online Socialization* process of being socialized by
the internet/social media

Prior Research

Polarization

* Finds polarization leads to less effortful thinking and
political opinion formation (Druckman 2012)

Internet and Thought
* Finds those with a lower need for cognition use
social media more often4honget.al 2012)
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